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. Linens ad Cretennes ! 
etre har athmusrcentariel sigte the > 
whow the Ships of the Cast India Companies first 
Crought over the products of the Orcent—thabe charming 


fabrics have. never ceated fo be in fawor. 


Ihe carliest oyarnprles were flaunted entirely by 
hand, and the wonder is that some of the More compli- 
cated fatter ns Were ewer finished. Rut in those days, 
workers and ae har) a polience-, an) 
heople unr Curope were uAifing lo wart (and foay 
handsomely ) for things that cs worth while. 

Later, wooden blocl&s were employ ed To print 
he outtine of the pallern - the other colors being filled 
ihe the bral ane: finally, 16 meet the ever - 
growing demand, the entire pattern was printed 
with hand- blocACe. 

In the forst half of the 7" conliury the hand - 
Hock’ frocess of pri Wg OL yan om chen 
Was ukroduced into Europe ; bat of 4028 not Se Sy 
early 100 years later that thin new Industry became 


of anus real impor lance, 


eae 


About the year 1755, Oberkampf, w mo of 
genius, started Rawal! factory dae Me village of JOUY, 
fear Versailles. In the creation of his desegns, he 
employed the most enument atists (among othors, Horace 
tenet: 1B, Hu Porre Buono ile engravers 
thor atTouning os products a degree of perfection 
that has never been Sur paoded, Hmong people. of 
taste and refinement. these Joiles de. Jouy onyoyed 
a well merited ie. fasting reputation , and loday 
eyamyoles of them are Shown m all the great Mustum: 
of thie worl), 

Jt may be of enterest bo Know that av few 


| of Mie o| ete ene Worko. contemporaries of 


Oferhampf, are stl in eyislence aw wrod ; 
Linend an» Crefonned by the sof sume Hand- 
BEA process that prevailed ante ago. 
EST 7 2 of the patlerns hase from SO be 
OO blocAls, and of such a Ske) wyltmar 
Camnot print more than. 50 pieces a year | 


ae SRY, un this “Book. 
are protect D)) by 
U.S.“Patents 


36-inch Sof 


hy q % Ks tx has o CS 
15109 
BLACK & FAWN 


_FLOweRs arr Van Hoysum 


(82-1757) wad the 
gredest of Ep 
al, 


SE wad 
nn a 


Guepuee ia Sec Soule Nenainglin SMudeinr, and the man wee 
& of The bachg round were, wl4 Stag cited 4y dotiusmertd tt 
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S he orignal. of Us poallenre wad ii 
de Ea (Lot - el = aroun’) aL Lhe Gute: WEA Gs o Stance. 
SH wads PONE) tn the mariner of Vise Voges ther 
Ihe Chnv ad, Uflore whicte tf Wad poacrted : bee ng feral JS Ver oe leafed 
War. 1-2 Wound Ogre on Ge wad eae. feat worked 
| ; Ras a oS, 
LIL color eo lacquers, maker a Lely Te ch LAy hopptheen 
of} Cc WL very heal, ful fratlirn, 
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8/0 or lb 20. 
Hough 
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be, objected Nhat 
Ihe. otnament. 
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Antique AMARANTH 


MNhiough undoubfidly the work, of & 
Curopean designer, tis bob), decoralure pallien bears 
unimislihable traced of Chinede taf luenle. 

asiqns of Whud Lype are well fitted for 
he Yuceen Anne and Seorgtan sig led of farrshing now 
JO “te favor ; indeed), where ure reenember Mal The 
Jeyliles & Torceluin of China have been pure of ww i 
homed since The — — Overseas Comurercé, le. Th) 
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50-inch Linen 54 Blocks 
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iter bad) brought 
hive over fom 
Opionl, Shey look 
like lightning, and 


YELLOW sage. Many of 


edt decorative arjts?F gf the // tg ib eee Came urder Tus 
np LLence, a dering VE, jeri nore ee designed C which 
rodent poallerre td an ar pap: tee Srartle . tt 
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GAINSBOROUGH Buve 
CoueLyey We he eer of Seorge L. an 7TH. 
Wee in vogile untel bpd 1760, whet 
brought Vee eee idith aepe S007. 10 have So marked 


an tnflience “upon Ihe Iter Prevarteng lasts in achileclure & 


he present praffern, Showrng a marked tach, inflectree 
1s haraclerislec of ts Ea eorg tan period. | 
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Rose & GREY 


She source of inspiration of hus flatirn wad x 
wonderful ZC, ieee UL poly chrome, of Whee fureg 2 Cheng 
periad (1723-1795) former ly “nL the a gam Ceci o eee 
Torcelund at the Sedrop oltan. Vises and nour tn fUOSSES S102 
of one of Naw Yorks grealésl olleclors. 

Jo gute +} = by arduoud naliure of back. 

ering 1g, of be slale | tte resend aterm, The printer 
ies 73, 920 yards ano Caen pats 13,920 laned . on 
yinling a single P1ece o oly 6 0 yards 
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In nearly 
alt the. cably priced 
mariifacliure there 
exist unmidlaftedble 
eridence of a slong 
Oriental wafluence, 
either Jada eee 
or Chinebe j ono of 


ihe OE" conliry 
ial ate and 
lnglith dedig ners 
began really ay 
produce fiatiénd 
characteristic of 
Ihe art of ther 
i Owe Country. 
IG146 Ike present 
GAINSBOROUGH BiueE pattern wad nsfured 
by an Indian cotton print (about 1750) and 3 Wypucad of a style Was has 
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Tis chief aitlsadlion. (jrvide) t hese anu)of tha Jala 
Cors/s ls eee ee Sie Repeat 5 of Mera: 
Vheasant, Grouse, De feae/e, ae Seal & Snype — 


Bg Sie hen ; in fool. one haa a 


eC 


0 hard, as 15 100 hes se CHASE — 
iaey thee were ; 


of We le & weld endeavour lo pion i. 
pas es Meir wings, or other fiasse ° 
Gaia), Fie eee) cet a maddening, | Ange au tee 


retirement is rather s ugg cdlive of ay Ae a wrlue 
which appeals So forcibly lo all o of wd. 
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CLIVEDEN MEDALLION 
40-inch Linen 
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BLACK 
Jhonad Sheraton (1 75] ~ ~ Sob ) wad, nox Ib Chippendale, 
the most Bags Cag lsh fnelaye deaeg ner and Cabint Cabintf mak ey, 


é ora ie ae We Z a 
Sud of a polish. Shere ahe Ho ttre 
PE Go, ot a Vib crecfi 

eas se Cr/o 
; Ms (ee Soe EAT cae Voor 
Loe Neded yey eatlg W Salons of Howes, ee cy gu- 
of; ed the fies. 

Sed pee Ae Thought out and i as in 
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PINK 

DS joallern , printed rab inen, oe 
in fitch colors, td Shown on onolher foage. 

OF area as shown here, orl tougel, cathy 
Damadh iy 96 in lighter shades, 2 jredentd 
in Ye trid a complele lange oO colorings which 
Se) perder Uy ; of he flortod 
Ihis design fefredsé1td. 
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tna lord of te ling 
hak. school of 


by Whe. Simp le 
ISI 21 [lovers Mal glow 


DELLA RosBid BLUE tn wllage gardend 
"SS lo 


a remindfi of Ihe 
other side. of hed al, Mere .t The farnous ‘Blue Bay , jus? ad he. Slinds en 
Nhe fuckipe, now in Soavenor Foude : an) NESiddend , the great aclpedd 
and, enced one of Sendboroughd geates! porlrald. Sealed on 
the praraped of ane encienl Dyidge, be Thinking over a neur role, 
while, bidder behind a Seats mae ad : may be fred kaping 
tial 5 J he pay w7 ile a play, “or of Whe Dives Ly So meas, and Yer So 


Murugh habacame 
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Bampoo & Rock GARDEN 


50-inch Linen 73 BlocKs- 
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hrough the 
Call slender bamboos 
vertical tened, give, 
slrength to Ufe 

: 7 OVE 
SeeJ Sgalead, Sb, 
Vee and Muar 
otherd of Whe sumple 


of en Orvenial Rock 
Sarden. 
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siphing , as of doe, 
a /oyoud nolé, Seems 
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Color LrlgS: 

UE Pe 
Bh fury colheben 
7 ee22l Gmftosiln, 
16003 a Wad suggedlad by 

a: GOLD | | a very 7 
Color fUent by soyohume (1769 - (b25) tet eee Sages of te Lembo 
rove, Th yesenlineg The month of May’, ond shelled at The Se 
of Whe Imerscan Kt Assocation (where the dedeg ner sac TF) un 
G06, whech goed bo forove that, aflér atl, There td readly rolling 
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36-inch Linen 
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Rose & BLACK 
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Chippendale 
717-77 gpuad 
Me most “fartioud 

of Ceghest, Cabinet 
Mralters. As 
worl fad Slood 
the: supreme Jebt 
of frodlenity Itiore 
Complelily Than 
Moat of are Of 
cedsors sand, un- 
lifle ment 
oppenind, at 
wad toa Wa/yn- 
4 apprectales 

A “2 Pa 
be gh toma 
a S00 of fed 
awnder fall chars, 
a sellee yt lable, 
ora Cabenel ? 
Whale autherlic 
exasnples Connitand 
prbuloed forcced 
pr 1 day 


reproductions are £0, Goo0 What? Moy lawl fra ly he dustinguesled 


from the original poceted. 


Ske poresert dedeg 2 , wumple. on 
ete ee. for ne Jenoraiae: Scthente Zo he 
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AMARANTH 


H noleceable tC OO hes foailérn 
( that Me Birds, while jolaying an imporlanl parl, 
do nol jump oul of Ihe fucture, or, im her words, 
‘Sver. 
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FACSIMILE OF A TEXTILE PRINTER S CARD. 
LAINE, SIE VIEIN TIENT sl ClON INUIR A 


It is interesting to note that the BLock- 
PRINTING Process of today is in every respect 
identical to that in vogue nearly two-and-a-half 


centuries ago. 


HAND-BLOCK PRINTING 


[oe are Ol printin® a design on cloth is of great 


antiquity. Specimens of Saracenic printing of the 

thirteenth and fourteenth centuries-exist, apparently 
produced by a stamp or block, in one color, blue or black. 
In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries more ambitious 
patterns in four colors were attempted. 


The process of printing by hand, commonly known as 
“BLOCK PRINTING,” is roughly as follows: 


Wiaercloun ol cetton, jimen- Or Other material, having 
been thoroughly bleached or purified and properly prepared 
for the reception of the colors, is stretched on a solidly built 
table. 


The blocks are built up of several layers of well-seasoned 
wood, the face on which the design is carved being of syca- 
more, or other suitable wood. The carving is in high relief, 
and strips of copper are inserted where the work is so fine 
that wood would not be strong enough to stand. 


An important feature in BLOCK PRINTING is that 
the size or length of a design, and number of colors to be 
produced, is limited only by considerations of cost: whereas, 
in machine printing, twelve colors are usually the limit, and 
the length of a pattern cannot exceed the circumference of 
the roller on which it is engraved, rarely more than 20 inches. 


The number of blocks to a pattern vary according to its 
size and number of colors, and it frequently happens that 
after a trial has been made, and the result not considered 
satisfactory, the blocks have to be altered, rearranged, or 
recut, in order to produce the desired effect. 


This photograph shows No. 15150, “GAME BIRDS, in the process 
of printing. 


The printer is seen in the act of laying a block, while in his left 
hand he holds a short mallet, or “maul,” with which, in order to get 
the right impression, he hammers the block, graduating the weight 
of the blows to the size and character of the block. 


At the back is the attendant, commonly known as a ‘‘tearer,’’ whose 
duty it is to push the bogey along after the printer, while keeping the 
color continually replenished, and evenly spread on the sieve. 


At the right are seen some of the 93 blocks employed in the print- 
ing of this pattern. 


(he color is spread: on a prepared pad, called a sieve, 
which is carried on a wheeled “bogey.” As is shown in the 
accompanying photographs, the attendant (generally a girl), 
known as the “‘tearer, pushes the bogey along after the 
printer, while keeping the color continually replenished, and 
evenly spread on the sieve. 


The printer, having carefully measured and marked on 
the cloth the proper centering of the pattern, and seen that 
the right amount of color has been evenly spread on the 
sieve, dips his block into the color on the sieve, and trans- 
fers the color tothe cloth. To get a good impression he has 
to hammer the block with a “maul, or short hammer, 
craduating the weight of the blows to the size and character 
of the block. The tearer at once proceeds to spread again 
evenly the color on the sieve, while the printer repeats the 
operation, the blocks being arranged by a register to fit into 
their proper position on the cloth. Slowly he makes his way 
along the table, dipping and printing with his block, making 
as it were a gigantic jig-saw puzzle, with his satellite push- 
ing the color-conveying bogey. 

Having printed the table-length of the cloth with the 
first color—generally the outline—he recommences with the 
next, say the dark red of the flowers, then the pale reds, 
the greens of the leaves, the blues, purples, yellows, etc., 
until the whole color scheme of the pattern is complete, 
when the cloth is lifted off, and the succeeding length is 
stretched upon the table. 


It is almost needless to state that the whole process 
needs the greatest care and best of judgment. Just the 
right amount of color has first of all to be applied to the 
sieve. Ihe printer must accurately dip his block, and no 
less accurately apply it to the cloth, giving just the right 


To give some idea of the slow and arduous nature of BLOckK- 


PRINTING, it may be stated that, in printing one piece (of 60 yards) 
of No. 15150, GAME BIRDS OF EUROPE, the printer walks 10,080 
yards (the attendant the same distance) and lays his blocks 10,080 
times. 


In No. 15165, EARLY GEORGIAN, he walks 12,600 yards, and lays 
his blocks 12,600 times; and in No. 14535, “BLENHEIM PALACE, 
13,920 yards (nearly eight miles) and lays his blocks 13,920 times. 


strength of blows with his maul to get the desired impres- 
sion, a difficult matter requiring great discretion; and, above 
all, he must keep the proper register, or ‘‘fit,”’ no easy thing 
with an intricate pattern. 


The colors thus applied have to be rendered insoluble 
by means of chemical reactions, after which the cloth is 
thoroughly washed with soap and water, dried, and then 
finished in the appropriate fashion. 


The old-fashioned glazed chintz, in the style of a cen- 
tury and a half ago, is even more difficult to produce, the 
cloth being removed from the table several times during 
the process of printing for treatment in the dye house, and 
again placed on the table for the application of a fresh range 
of colors, the entire process taking some six weeks, in addi- 
tion to the time occupied in actual printing. 


In conclusion, it may be truly said that in these HAND- 
PRINTED LINENS AND COTTONS there exists a charm 
of craftsmanship unsurpassed by any other kind of fabric. 


As with the product of the Oriental workers of long ago, 
no two pieces of these present-day goods can ever be exactly 
alike. At one time, it may be a color laid on with more or less 
pressure; at another, the slight deviation of a block: in short 
the inevitable, though fascinating, irregularities of the 
human being, as compared with the monotonous sameness 
of the most perfect machine. 
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